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10 D.C.-area music festivals to
have on your radar this
summer

Vans Warped Tour and Zap Outdoorz return, All Things Go features Ethel
Cain, Muna, Brandi Carlile and more.
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a By Chris Kelly

While music festivals are now a globe-spanning, year-long concern, the

scene is facing the same crunch as other parts of the economy. Dozens of

festivals around the world have been canceled this vear, a list that

includes the National Cannabis Festival and will probably include the
embattled Capital Jazz.

But the festival landscape is not all doom and gloom. Warped Tour, the

long-running punk extravaganza, returned last year and is back again in
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2026. And while it has pared down from dozens of dates to just a
handful, not everything about Warped Tour is different: the festival still
has its extreme sports halfpipe, band-operated merch stands and more
than 25 nonprofits on site — the latter of which have become de rigueur

at other festivals.
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“People were like, ‘Festivals are different now,” but I don’t know. People
are striving for a community, Warped gave the community to people,

and I'll live or die by that,” Warped Tour founder Kevin Lyman says.

Last year, the second day of the Vans Warped Tour in D.C. landed on the
same day as a military parade that coincided with President Donald
Trump’s birthday. This year, the second day coincides with a UFC fight
that will take place at the White House — an accidental bit of

counterprogramming.
“We’ve always been an alternative choice,” Lyman says.

Here’s what you need to know about Warped Tour and the other

festivals that will crop up in the D.C. area this summer.

Project Glow
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Dates: Saturday and Sunday
Location: Festival Grounds at RFK Campus, Washington

The basics: Project Glow returns for its fifth year of bass, beats and
bikini-clad ravers, with more than 60 acts across three stages whose
names — Eternal, Pulse and Secret Garden — nod to the weekend’s
heady experience. The death of electronic dance music has been greatly

exaggerated: organizers expect more than 80,000 attendees.
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Who’s performing: Revelers can expect some of the biggest names in
EDM, including scene-defining star Porter Robinson, Dutch house-and-
techno upstart Mau P, Swedish legend Eric Prydz, hard techno favorite
Sara Landry and more.

Tickets: $109-$319. projectglowfest.com.

Queering Sound

Dates: June 1-28
Location: Various locations in Takoma and Takoma Park, Maryland

The basics: Founded in 1999, the annual celebration of visual and
musical art by LGBTQIA+ folks and their allies returns to several spots
in both Takomas. Along with a month-long art showcase at Rhizome,
programming includes a workshop, reception and performances

spanning spoken word and video art.

Who'’s performing: Pop agnostic Ari Voxx headlines at June 5 show
at Rhizome DC; solo acts Ella Gallogly, Sad Veiled Bride and Safety Bear
take over Takoma Park on June 6; a noise-heavy showcase featuring
Depression Factory hits Rhizome for a matinee on June 7; and space

rockers Youth in Government headline a closing show later that day.
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Dates: June 13-14
Location: Merriweather Post Pavilion, Columbia, Maryland

The basics: All Good Festival was a campout experience founded by
Deadheads in the wake of Jerry Garcia’s passing. After a few decades in
the woods, the festival evolved into All Good Now, a simpler gathering
that returns for its second year in Columbia. “We have all grown, our
lifestyles have changed, but the spirit of the music and community have

remained the same,” the organizers write.
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Who'’s performing: Expect a who’s who of jam band royalty,
including Widespread Panic, now in its 40th year as a band; Claypool
Gold, which sees Primus front man Les Claypool explore his entire
discography; Grateful Dead tribute act Dark Star Orchestra; and sisterly
roots duo Larkin Poe.

Tickets: $128.60-$498.70. merriweathermusic.com.

Vans Warped Tour
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Dates: June 13-14
Location: Festival Grounds at RFK Campus, Washington

The basics: Warped Tour might not travel the country as it did during
its heyday in the 1990s and 2000s, but the festival still packs a punch
when it puts down stakes, with more than 9o bands scheduled to

perform over two days.

Who’s performing: Rather than key in on one strand of nostalgia,
Warped Tour attempts to deliver something to fans no matter what
sound, scene or era of punk they prefer. Warped OGs MxPx and Suicidal
Tendencies share stages with aught stars Taking Back Sunday and
Jimmy Eat World, while newcomers Drug Church, Teen Mortgage and

Lambrini Girls are the sound of today’s underground.
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Tickets: $199.98-$449.98. vanswarpedtourdc.com.

Home Rule Music Festival

Dates: June 20

L Location: The Parks at Walter Reed, Washington
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The basics: Now in its fifth year, this celebration of D.C.’s culture and
community is focused on preserving the city’s musical legacy, from funk
to go-go to hip-hop and beyond. Along with performances, the festival

includes art activations, a record fair and a kids zone.
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Who'’s performing: This year’s cosmic theme is best represented by
Sun Ra Arkestra, featuring the 102-year-old Marshall Allen. Go-go
mainstays Trouble Funk and the Chuck Brown Band will be joined by
hip-hop pioneers Brand Nubian, jazz modernist Melanie Charles and

drummer Okyerema Asante.

Tickets: Free to $161.90. homerulemusicfestival.com.

Zap Outdoorz

Zap Outdoorz features punk and electronic acts. (Zap Outdoorz)

Dates: Sept. 4-7
Location: Camp Tall Timbers, West Virginia

The basics: The newest entrant on this list is perhaps its most exciting
and vital, as organizers unite the best electronic and punk acts from the
DMV with like-minded out-of-towners for a holiday weekend campout

in Appalachia.
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Who’s performing: New York iconoclasts Show Me the Body headline
the live stage, which also features Brooklyn electropunks Lip Critic, D.C.

act Loose Leash, Baltimore pop artist Bella Hayes and veteran electronic
duo Matmos. DJs include Ultra Naté, Livwutang, Jacq Jill, Juana, S.Dot

and Succubass, and experimental D.C. label Outside Time will also

program a daytime show.

Tickets: $239.92-$299.16. zapoutdoorz.com.

DC Jazz Festival

Dates: Sept. 5-6
Location: The Whart, Washington

The basics: For more than 20 years, DC Jazz Festival — originally
billed as the Duke Ellington Jazz Festival — has presented the best of

jazz from around the world, with a focus on local artists.

Who’s performing: Saturday’s slate features drummer-bandleader
Nate Smith, fresh off winning two Grammy Awards; Dee Dee
Bridgewater, with an ensemble of young women in jazz known as “We
Exist”; and the festival’s artist-in-residence, Janelle Gill. Sunday’s
schedule includes the Joshua Redman Quartet, Etienne Charles and
Creole Soul, and Kurt Elling with jazz fusion quartet the Yellowjackets,

who will celebrate the music of Weather Report.

Tickets: $25-$895. dcjazzfest.org.

Baygrass

Dates: Sept. 19-20
Location: Sandy Point State Park, Annapolis, Maryland

The basics: Launched in 2021, Baygrass is as much about its mission
— educating, funding and advocating for the protection of the
Chesapeake Bay and supporting mental wellness — as it is about the

bluegrass that fills its two-day lineup.
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Who'’s performing: Expect major names including Little Feat, a band
founded in 1969 that’s still going strong; progressive bluegrass
originator Sam Bush; and Béla Fleck, who will be performing his album
“My Bluegrass Heart,” alongside relative newcomers like Yonder

Mountain String Band, Mountain Grass Unit and Shadowgrass.

Tickets: $145.08-$587.05. baygrassfestival.com.

All Things Go

The crowd cheers an evening performance at All Things Go. (Maansi Srivastava/For The
Washington Post)

Dates: Sept. 25-27

Location: Merriweather Post Pavilion, Columbia, Maryland

The basics: Described by its performers as “Gaychella” and

“Lesbopalooza,” All Things Go returns to Merriweather Post Pavilion

with a loaded lineup and memories of its initial editions at Union

Market fading further into memory.
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Who'’s performing: The three-day lineup features returning stars that
have grown in prominence alongside the festival, including Mitski, Ethel
Cain, Muna and Lola Young; singer-songwriters spanning pop (Zara
Larsson), rock (Hayley Williams) and Americana (Brandi Carlile), and
acts like Slayyyter, Tinashe and Rochelle Jordan that are destined to get
the dance party started.

Tickets: $169.25-$893.30. allthingsgofestival.com.

Takoma Park Folk Festival

Dates: Sept. 27
Location: Takoma Park Middle School, Takoma Park, Maryland

The basics: This nearly 50-year-old tradition continues in 2026,
promising a full day of folk music, craft vendors, community tables,

children’s activities and food.

Who'’s performing: The festival is accepting applications for
performers of all genres from Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia,
Pennsylvania, Delaware and D.C., with more than 40 acts playing across

six stages.

Tickets: Free. tpff.org.
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